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medical units including the 1st Australian 
Auxiliary Hospital, the 2nd Australian 
General Hospital, and the No 61 British 
Casualty Clearing Station. She was 
awarded the 1914-15 Star, The British 
War Medal and the Victory Medal. Albert 
William Savage remained with the hospital 
until 1917 when he transferred to the 
Australian Flying Corps. Both returned to 
Australia at the end of the war, Savage with 
his English bride, Mary Phyllis Tompsett, 
whom he married on 30 October 1918. 
Perhaps the last word on the Australian 
nurses of Lemnos should be left to Lance 
Corporal Archibald Barwick, whose diary 
has also been quoted in this article:
What a relief and pleasure it was to see 
the girls of our land after six months of 
roughing it at Anzac. They made the 
place look quite bright with their pretty 
uniforms. They were bricks to stick at 
Mudros like they did for I can tell you 
they had some rough times there… Their 
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in memoriam
Fryer Library staff were saddened to 
hear of the death in February this year of 
Kathleen (Kathie) Cochrane. Kathie was 
the biographer of Oodgeroo Noonuccal, 
and library staff remember her and her 
husband Bob spending many hours in Fryer 
Library working through the Oodgeroo 
Noonuccal papers. The book Oodgeroo was 
published in 1994. In 1996 Kathie Cochrane 
deposited in Fryer Library papers 
associated with the writing of the book, 
including the correspondence between her 
and Judith Wright. This further enhanced 
the library’s rich and unique archive of 
Oodgeroo Noonuccal material.
Kathie was born in 1923. In 1958, she 
and her husband Bob were among the 
original members of the Queensland 
Council for the Advancement of Aborigines 
and Torres Strait Islanders. They visited 
Kath Walker, as she was then known, with 
the hope of persuading her to become 
a member. Kath Walker did join this 
organisation, later becoming its secretary, 
and a long friendship between Kathie 
Cochrane and Oodgeroo Noonuccal 
was born. Kathie wrote in her book, 
‘Oodgeroo and I grew old together’.
As well as being a friend of Oodgeroo, 
Kathie was the wife of Bob, a mother, 
and a teacher. She was the first president 
of the Remedial and Support Teachers 
Association of Queensland. She also 
became a Senior Tutor at the Fred and 
Eleanor Schonell Special Education 
Research Centre, The University of 
Queensland, working there from 1974 
until her retirement in 1988. A number of 
her books on educational issues are held 
by The University of Queensland Library.
first thought was for 
the sick and wounded 
men and they looked 
after them splendidly. 
One cannot praise 
our nurses too highly. 
They were bonzer 
girls.5
Selected photos from 
the James-Wallace 
albums can be viewed 
online at http://
espace.library.uq.edu.
au/list.php?collection_pid=UQ:657
PENNY WHITEWAY is a librarian at the 
Fryer Library.
5  “Lance Corporal Archibald Barwick and the Island 
of Lemnos,” Visit Gallipoli, http://www.anzacsite.gov.
au/5environment/nurses/barwick-diary.html
Above: The tents housing the hospital staff and patients were inadequate for the 
job. The hospital’s location was windy, especially coming into the winter months, 
and tents would collapse regularly. The tents would also tear under the weight of 
the heavy dews experienced on Lemnos. This photo shows two nurses standing 
amid the wreckage of their tent, and two men helping to clean up.
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